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International Student Organization
New Club Helps to Encourage a Global Mindset on Campus
By Alana Mosley
 Although still in its developing stage, the Interna-
tional Student Organization (ISO) is already involved in 
events on campus that create opportunities for students of 
all backgrounds to come together. So far this year, they 
have already worked together with different clubs like CHUSA 
and the Saudi Cultural Club to plan fun events that high-
light culture and help to build connection between students. 
 Lisa Gibson, president and founder of ISO, is a senior 
with a passion for helping others connect with the com-
munity. The idea for this club came when an international 
student approached her to ask if any club like this existed. 
Gibson liked the idea and decided to work with Tom Allen, 
the coordinator for International 
Student Services, to create a 
club that brings people togeth-
er to embrace their differences 
and discover their similarities. 
 ISO’s kick-off event was a 
“pho night” at Destiny Café. 
Along with CHUSA, they spon-
sored a bowl of pho for each 
student that came. Upon arrival, 
students were mixed up at each 
of the tables to give them a 
chance to meet someone new 
and find out what they have in common. The event was a 
success and Gibson plans to do more like it in the future. 
Another event that ISO will be a part of throughout 
the year is the International Coffee Hour, which is held 
a couple times a month and is sponsored by different 
clubs. The International Coffee Hour events are an op-
portunity to meet new people, enjoy food from differ-
ent parts of the world, and learn about different cultures. 
 Allen said, “Concordia has a global mindset, but [in 
the past] has acted very locally. The addition of more in-
ternational students adds value for all students.” With just 
over 70 international students on cam- p u s 
this semester, Concordia has gained the added value of 
being able to better develop a more global mindset in 
each of their students. According to Allen, the university 
plans to make a conscious effort to diversify even more 
in future years. And ISO is helping to cultivate that de-
velopment in a relaxed setting that allows students to 
meet with their peers and simply learn from each other. 
 Many of Concordia’s 
international students are 
developing well in Minne-
sota, and some are even 
creating roots here. ISO 
is helping to ensure that 
they also find a sense 
of community at Concordia 
as well. If you are inter-
ested in being a member 
of ISO, or simply want 
to know what events are 
coming up in the next few months, contact the club at iso@
csp.edu. There are also still leadership positions available with 
ISO for students looking to become more involved on campus.
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Dear Concordia students, faculty, staff, and community members,
 This past week, I had the privilege of attending the 
ACCHTA Student Staff Conference, a day-long event for resi-
dent assistants (RAs) from Concordia and other universities 
in Minnesota to develop their student leadership skills. This 
year, the conference was held at the College of St. Bene-
dict (which I’ll shorthand as St. Ben’s) in Collegeville, MN.
 As the RAs from Concordia walked around the beauti-
ful campus, we came upon a wall that held professional, 
framed pictures of each of the St. Ben’s student sena-
tors. One of Concordia’s RAs remarked how amazing it 
was that there was a school that cares enough about its 
student government to frame their pictures as a reminder.
 Later that day, we were talking with some RAs from St. 
Ben’s, and the pictures came up in conversation. They were 
surprised that it had seemed like such a big deal to us. For 
them, supporting their student government seemed obvious; after 
all, student senate operates with a large budget that they use to 
distribute funds to the entire school how the students see fit. Why 
wouldn’t an organization that gives out free money be encouraged?
 According to our new friends, it’s not only their student senate that’s strong-
ly supported, but all student organizations. Event attendance and student engage-
ment for nearly every club is extremely high. The enthusiasm for their school shown by 
the St. Ben’s students was cool to see, but equally discouraging. Would such a posi-
tive response be given by an average Concordia student if prompted by a stranger? 
It seems every year I hear students complaining about our school’s lack of events, clubs, and 
resources. Yet, did you know that Holst Hall RA’s host an event every single week? Did you 
know that UMOJA is a remarkably active club that sends out numerous emails a week with 
wonderful events happening both on campus and around the city? Did you know that our own 
student senate is far under budget, but can’t find enough students willing to write propos-
als on how to spend it? (Yes, they are literally having trouble giving away free money.)
 I have no patience for students who criticize our school but don’t take advantage of the 
many things Concordia does have or enact a change for themselves. Our school definitely isn’t 
perfect, but every school is going to have its fair-share of problems. At some point, change on 
the campus has to come less from an administration trying to meet the demands of students and 
more from the students themselves responding in a positive manner to their current environment. 
Cheers,
Jay Weiler
Editor-in-Chief
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Teachers Teaching Teachers
Dr. Lynn Gehrke Wins Bammy Award
By Lauren Erath
 On Sep. 21, CSP faculty member Lynn Gehrke received the 
2013 Bammy Award for College Teacher Educator from BAM Educa-
tion Radio Network at a ceremony at the Arena Stage Theater in 
Washington, DC., where she competed with four other finalists. “The 
ceremony was very formal and reminded me of an awards ceremony 
you might watch on T.V.,” Gehrke remarked. Gehrke, specializing in 
curriculum and instruction, was nominated by her peers who 
said her influence helped them change their teaching practic-
es, allowing them to better impact each other and their students. 
 “The Bammy's seek nominations from all areas of educa-
tion,” Gehrke explained. “They seek nominations by peers and former 
students of education professionals who make a difference in our field.” 
 “I certainly didn’t expect to win—it was a wonderful sur-
prise,” she admitted. “Teaching is an all-encompassing career, so any 
recognition comes with the message that my work has 
made a difference in the lives of some people. It makes 
me want to keep improving at this craft of teaching.” 
 Gehrke described teaching as a collaborative effort, say-
ing, “It takes many people to educate learners. Every teacher will 
tell you that we share our recognition with our colleagues, because 
we support and help each other become the best teachers pos-
sible. We share ideas, strategies, problem solving, and successes, 
and we support each other in finding ways to best reach students.”
 This Bammy Award winner hopes to continue improving her 
skills and inspiring her colleagues by helping teachers navigate school 
district mandates that can make it difficult for them to teach well. 
 “I have a passion for what happens in classrooms and 
how the work of teachers impacts student learning,” Gehrke said. 
“Teaching is a great profession.”
NEWS
CORRECTION:
On page six of the October issue, we incorrectly 
listed Chris Session’s name as “Clint.” We regret 
and apologize for the error.
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Nomad Manifesto
Somali Voices Through Culture and Art
By Fartun Ahmed
 The first Somali museum outside of Somali opened its doors to Min-
nesotans last month. The museum features over 700 unique artifacts from 
all over Somalia. In the midst of war and political turmoil, many Somali elders 
fear that these artifacts will be lost; thus, generations will be lost with them. 
 Although Minnesota had its hostile historical moments, it’s no 
match for young Somali men who are striving to defy their image in 
the mainstream media through art. Meet Mohamud Mumin, a self-taught 
photographer and the recipient of the 2013 McKnight Artist fellowship for 
photography. About three years ago, he embarked on a journey to cre-
ate a project that would profile 13 young Somali men who are positively 
shaping their communities. The resulting work, The Youth/Dhallinyarada, is 
now exhibited in the Weisman Art Museum at the University of Minnesota.
 In the multimedia documentary, the young men vividly share the 
conflicting identities of being both  American and foreign, and of holding 
on to a multi-tiered culture that’s seeping between their fingers as they 
grow older and adapt to new ways. Despite the media’s perpetuated 
single narrative of young Somali men, they still have unwavering hope in 
telling their stories. Ahmed Hirsi says that he would love for Americans to 
see Somali people “as people that work and contribute to the country.” 
 Recently, there’s has been an obsession with dehumanizing 
Somali men, and sensationalist journalism that is in awe with pirates 
on the coast of Somalia. It is dismissive that the global community 
doesn’t address the underlying causes of piracy; it is also inhumane 
that multi-national corporations repeatedly exploit and deplete an entire 
nation’s resources—leading to death and starvation. There is an end-
less dumping of toxic waste on Somali shores that lead to the birth of 
deformed children and the rise of cancer among Somali children and 
adults. These are the stories the media won’t cover, but a Somali will 
tell you. These are the horrors that haunt many Somali parents, and the 
burden of failed foreign policy is on the shoulders of these young men. 
 In the “City of God,” St. Augustine tells the story of a pi-
rate captured by Alexander the Great. The Emperor angrily asked the 
pirate, “How dare you molest the seas?”  To this the pirate re-
sponded, “How dare you molest the whole world? Because I do 
it with a small boat, I am called a pirate and a thief. You, with 
a great navy, molest the world and are called an emperor.”  This 
quote influenced Noam Chomsky’s book titled, “Pirates and Emperors.” 
 While these young men are no pirates, the ramification of as-
sociation has detrimental impacts on their growth as contributing mem-
bers of society. Nothing good comes out of marginalization and hate. 
We need to learn to walk in each other’s shoes and not pick at 
each other’s wounds. For humanity to prevail, we need to bridge the 
gaps between different cultures to attain more peaceful communities. 
Student Senate Update
Campus Changes
By Josh Eckstein
 Student Senate has been busy this year 
in many respects.  Since senate has been in 
session, three new clubs have come into ex-
istence: The International Student Organization, 
The Saudi Club, and Teachers of Tomorrow. 
Student Senate has given funding to those 
clubs already, so stay tuned in the events 
of these new clubs in the coming months. 
 There have also been many propos-
als that have gone through Senate that have 
been funded; helping pay for buses for certain 
events such as Valley Scare and Twin Cities 
Live, helping pay for the Homecoming car-
nival, and giving financial assistance towards 
another City Vision tour.  If you or someone 
you know wants to draw up a proposal to Stu-
dent Senate, contact any senator and they will 
connect you with the correct form to fill out. 
 Most recently, Senate distributed the 
senators into various committees that focus on 
a variety certain aspects of Concordia: the Aca-
demic Events Committee helps plan major colle-
giate events for the year, the Elections Committee 
deals with the election of the Executive Board 
in the spring, and the Food Services Committee 
works with the Student Life Center in making a 
better dining experience for students. Many other 
committees serve Concordia in different ways. 
 Student Senate continues to progress 
in making decisions and accomplishing tasks, 
and we want the student body of Concor-
dia to be aware of how Student Senate is 
making Concordia a better place for students. 
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Adjunct Professors
Not Only a Professor, but an Administrator Too!
By Charles Hines
 Last month, the first article of this series gave you the definition 
and role of an adjunct professor. Adjuncts come in all shapes and sizes, 
because the services they provide are unique. Most adjuncts have other 
ways to support their income, due to the fact that the job is for one 
semester at a time. This leads to the second adjunct professor featured 
in the series and what he does besides being an adjunct professor.
 Alan Stage has been an adjunct professor for two years with the 
Communications Department. He has a Bachelor of Arts in liber-
al arts studies as well as a Master of Arts in Strategic Commu-
nications Management, and he is currently doing doctoral work in 
education leadership. Stage is also the Associate Director of Mili-
tary Relations at Concordia University and an Army Reservist.
 Why would someone who has so much going on in life 
become an adjunct professor? The answer will surprise some, 
but it does show why adjuncts are a special kind of teacher. 
“An opportunity arose to be an adjunct professor,” Stage con-
firmed, “I had taught in the military and figured I could bring a 
unique experience to the classroom.”
 Stage is currently teaching two classes of Communication 
Fundamentals at the moment. His future classes will also in-
clude Organizational Communication and Communication Theory 
& Analysis: Persuasion.
 Some adjunct professors have aspirations of becoming ten-
ured professors and have that as a goal for their career path. “It 
is part of the plan and I really enjoy teaching,” said Stage. “If the 
opportunity presented itself, I would love to become a tenured 
professor.”
 Concordia University would not be able to operate without the 
services of adjunct professors, and most adjuncts need another source 
of income in order to try this career option. Some continue being ad-
junct professors for many years because they enjoy sharing knowledge 
with others and having another job does not diminish their passion for 
teaching. “Be willing to give things a try,” offered Stage, “I was not sure 
teaching was for me until I tried it, but I really enjoyed the experience.”
Her Dream is to Help Us Live Ours
Elizabeth Glynn, Concordia Sociology Professor
By Anna Paulson
 “Ever since I was a kid playing house, I wanted to be a 
teacher. Once I was in college, it was a dream I held onto. I de-
cided I wanted to do it, and college was where I wanted to be. I 
wanted to help students and make an impact,” Elizabeth Glynn says 
to me as we sit in her office on the second floor of Meyer Hall. 
 In her spare time, she enjoys sampling different kinds of cof-
fee and tea as well as talking on FaceTime with her niece and 
nephew. But since she became a Sociology professor at Concor-
dia, her alma mater, Glynn concludes that, “in a way, being a 
professor became my hobby, which is cool I think. That feeling 
of being there for students is a great feeling; it’s fun and excit-
ing and challenging, and everything I ever wanted in a position.”
 Glynn is grateful to those who helped her recog-
nize her passion, and encouraged her to pursue it wholeheartedly. 
“I went to my advisor for a lot of things,” Glynn ex-
plains, “even if it was just sitting in her office, throw-
ing ideas at her. She was and still is a great mentor to me.” 
 Other professors and Glynn’s family also helped guide her in the 
right direction. Glynn particularly remembers when her dad asked her, 
“Wouldn’t it be just great if you could work at the school where you 
went?” The clarity of that moment resonated with Glynn, and helped her 
recapture her childhood dream. “I also relayed that information to my 
advisor, and she was able to put me on a path to get to this place.” 
 Reflecting on her college experience, Glynn encourages students 
to get involved on campus and not stress so much. “I loved school, 
but I would get stressed easily. Things will work out the way they’re 
supposed to. If you work hard, if you’re present, if you listen and follow 
instructions and do what your heart tells you, everything will work out.”
 Concordia itself is a wealth of opportunity for students. Glynn 
chose Concordia because she refused to be a number in the system. “At 
Concordia, you are far from a number in the system. The focus [profes-
sors] put on their students is remarkable and made me want to be a 
part of it. I don’t think there’s any comparison to this school. It has that 
family, welcoming atmosphere. It feels like home,” she said with a smile.
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Male Athlete of the Month
Nic Rudolph’s Focus on Hard Work and Success
 “I’m a hard worker and I try to show that in run-
ning though practices and meets,” said junior Nic Rudolph. “Why 
do something if you aren’t going to work your hardest at it?”
 Rudolph’s determination has resulted in many athletic successes, 
including placing 2nd in a cross country meet in St. Paul.  He also placed 
4th last year in the 1000 meter run and finished 5th in the outdoor 1500. 
 He accounts his and the team’s success to their strong 
motivation and the light and enjoyable atmosphere they cre-
ate during each practice. “Going to practice every day is a 
joy,” Rudolph explained, “I thank [my teammates] for that.”
 Rudolph is no slouch in classroom, earning three NSIC 
All-Academic awards, one for the fall, winter, and spring of last 
year. “Our cross country team was 6th in the nation, I be-
lieve, in academics for all D2 cross country teams,” Rudolph said.
 Although Rudolph enjoys running in college, he did not always 
plan on it. “As I went throughout high school I started to get bet-
ter and enjoyed seeing my improvements,” he said. Rudolph decided 
to continue playing sports in college to strive for more improvement. 
“Doing something you excel at is really enjoyable,” he explained. Ru-
dolph  also emphasized the importance of team-building and bond-
ing. “Doing what I do for the team is my big thing,” he added. 
 Rudolph wants to use his interests to create a career in helping 
athletes expand their potential. He is majoring in exercise science and 
The Race for Regionals
Men and Women’s Cross Country Prepares for Regionals
By Charles Hines
 The men and women of the Concordia University cross 
country teams are gearing up for regionals. Now is the time for 
all the hard work and training to pay off with personal bests. 
 Running philosophy and coachs’ input has helped get the ath-
letes in top running form entering the regionals with a possible berth 
into the nationals. “Run more and work hard to reach full potential,” 
stated freshman Erin Spatenka on her philosophy. Others take a dif-
ferent philosophical approach. Junior Nic Rudolph said, “Run shorter 
distances at faster times to help improve overall distance running.”
 The coaches agree with how the runners approach getting in the 
right condition and mindset to run cross country races. “The runners 
are making steady progress and there are some bright spots on the 
team.” offered Michael Stoick, Grad Assistant, on the runner’s progres-
sion. “This group is ready to show their potential at the regionals.”
 Team complexity makes a big difference in how they per-
form as a group versus the individual. “These runners are learn-
ing how to compete and have fun doing it,” continued Stoick, 
“We don’t let pre-conceptions of a race limit their potential.”
 The coaches’ outlook and training plan plays a major role in how 
the runners progress throughout the year and from season to season. “The 
coaches keep me focused, but push me to get better,” said sophomore 
Bob Etheridge. “They also help me to overcome injuries, which I have been 
dealing with all season.”  Each runner looks at the coaches’ role from a 
different angle. “They give me workouts that push me to the limit without 
pursuing a coaching certificate. Rudolph made his career choice after 
seeing a physical therapist who helped him overcome a knee in-
jury caused by a race collision. “He helped me back to sports, 
and I want to help others in that area,” Rudolph said.
 Rudolph emphasizes motivation, but knows when to relax. “I’m pretty 
easy going,” he said. “I like to joke around a lot. I’m very sarcastic. At the 
same time, you’re in a sport to work hard. You’re not bigger than your sport.”
breaking me, and I have improved throughout the season,” said Spatenka.
 Every runner sets goals to begin the season which can change 
somewhat depending on how the season progresses. “I want to run a 
personal record at the regionals in the 10K,” Rudolph stated, and Etheridge 
said, “I just want to finish the 10K due to the injury problems of this year.”
The coaches have some long term goals of their own. “Looking forward 
to being competitive in the conference,” believes Stoick, “and I believe 
we have a few runners who may progress to the nationals in the future.”
By Lauren Erath
SPORTS 7Nov. 2013 THE SWORD 
Academic Awards for Athletes
Multiple players are awarded for efforts on field and in classroom
By Meredith Wagner
 As Josh Deer discussed the Academic Achievements re-
ceived by Concordia athletes, he remarked, “I think we are pretty 
blessed to have so many multi-talented students on our campus.”
 The NSIC (Northern Sun Intercollegiate Conference) gives out 
an All-Academic award to student athletes with sophomore standing, a 
minimum 3.2 GPA, and who are part of the traveling team of their spe-
cific sport. In the 2012-13 school year, Concordia had 68 students who 
received this award. An equal or higher number is expected for this year. 
 Additionally, the NSIC has the Myles-Brand All-Academic with 
Distinction award, named for the late president of the NCAA, Dr. 
Myles Brand. This award is given out once a year to “senior NSIC 
student-athletes who have a cumulative grade point average of 3.75 
or higher, are exhausting their eligibility, and are on track to gradu-
ate.” Each recipient of the Myles Brand Award receives a certificate 
and a wristwatch, as well as being recognized publicly during an athletic 
event at their respective home school. According to the NSIC web-
site, 80 student-athletes from the NSIC’s 16 institutions will receive 
the award in their fourth year. The 2012-2013 Concordia recipients 
of the Myles Brand Award are: Mark Austen, Brittany Dohmen, Ellie 
Female Athlete of the Month
Chloe Moore
By Mitchell Carlson
 From the moment she stepped back onto campus in August, it 
was clear Chloe Moore (Sr., Lakeville, Minn.) was ready to go. As a 
Senior Captain on the team she has seen the team through the best 
and worst times. Now Moore is a battled-tested veteran who is a leader 
on a team with its sight set high. Moore did state that “the team is 
very young so this will help for years to come”. The team is very 
young with: Six Freshman, ten sophomores, three juniors, five seniors. 
Through the school years, she proved to be just that – a leader.  For 
her efforts, Moore has been named Defenses of player of the year, 
honorable matching, captain, and even more. After kicking off the year 
with a strong start and not letting up; Moore is in it for the long hall. 
 Her humble personality allows her to stay focused during match-
es, and her ability to lead by example has helped her to be the 
best she can be. Moore is no stranger to being the best that 
she can be, no matter what it is. She ran track and field and 
cross country in high school, as well as basketball and soccer. 
 A little history and fun facts about Moore is that she has been 
playing soccer since she was two years old. She also has a brother 
that goes to Concordia, Alex Moore, who plays baseball for the Golden 
Bears. Moore has been with the team for four years and she has been 
with the team for the bad times and good times; but one of her favor-
ite thing she said was “I feel the team is choose nit and it feels like 
is a really family”. She also said that Concordia was her first choose 
because of the family feeling. “All the teachers know your name and 
that obviously a huge thing and one of the reasons I choose here”. 
Asked about her experience here at Concordia her only words were 
“It’s AWESOME, there are no other words to describe it, and I mean 
I play the sport I love”. With her four years coming to an end she 
said that “There are so many good memories, there are too many 
to choose from but the Halloween practices are always fun.” They all 
dress up for Halloween. She is dominating on defense and in the class 
rooms. Moore is a leader both on and off the field, and not only has 
found success in athletics, but as a student as well. Congratulations to 
Ms. Chloe Moore on being named the Female Athlete of the Month. 
Duffy, Zach Elliott, Katie Feuerbach, Missie Feuerbach, Brynn Larsen, 
Kristi Loobeek, Laura Petterson, Mandy Poke, and Shawna Young.
 Concordia also nominates athletes for the College Sports Infor-
mation Directors of America Capital One Academic All-America Award. 
To be eligible for this, students must be of sophomore standing credit-
wise, have a minimum 3.30 GPA, and participate in at least 50% of 
all their teams’ games. “Student-athlete’s need to be nominated as 
well as voted for on this award, making it more prestigious than the 
three other NCIS awards” commented Deer. In order to nominate ath-
letes for this award, athletic administrators must be members of the 
Academic America Program. The board of athletic officials reviews 
each nomination, and the results are announced in the spring of each 
year. Concordia had three winners of this award in the last year: Ellie 
Duffy in volleyball, Brynn Larsen in softball and Mark Austen for Golf.
 Overall, Concordia has an impressive amount of academically suc-
cessful student athletes. Deer finished his description of these awards with 
a very appropriate idea, remarking: “The recipients of these awards work 
hard both in academics and within their teams, it is an amazing balanc-
ing act that they deserve recognition for.” He couldn’t be more right. 
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Concordia University Cheer Team
With A Lot of  Spirit and a New Coach, the Team Has Become More Visible in the Community 
By Alana Mosley
 As football season comes to a close and basketball season 
begins, the cheer team continues to bring Concordia spirit to every 
game. Their enthusiasm and hard work makes them great repre-
sentatives of the university, and this year they have made an ef-
fort to be involved in more community events. For instance, this 
summer the team participated in the Rondo Days parade in St. 
Moore Gives More
Zach Moore and Defense Has Been a High Point of  the Season
By Jake Loftus
 Despite a loss against Augustana there was reason to celebrate 
for one Golden Bear player. Senior defensive end Zach Moore (#90) 
became the school’s all-time sack leader with his 31st career sack, 
breaking the previous career record of 30 set by Matt Woodford in 1999. 
 Moore described how honored he is to be leaving as the 
school’s all-time sack leader. “I put so much time, effort, blood, 
sweat, and passion into this program over the past four years that I 
would want nothing more than to leave an imprint that I was one of 
the best defensive players to play here.” However, Moore did state 
that he wouldn’t mind seeing his record broken. “I hope [the re-
cord] encourages future defensive players to try and break it also.” 
 Moore’s record is worth recognition, especially since he was 
a pre-season choice for a possible spot in the NFL’s Senior Bowl. 
On the subject, Moore replied, “It is a great honor to be mentioned 
in the Senior Bowl talks. Not too many Division II players, espe-
cially small private school, get to participate in such a Division I 
dominated game.” Moore continued, “That shows that the hard work 
I’ve put in throughout my career has caught some attention and I 
am humbled and blessed to be in the conversation. It would mean 
a lot to me to actually receive an invite because it would allow me 
to showcase my abilities at a higher level and it would open doors 
for many Division II players to be considered to play in the game.”
 As great a player Moore is, he is one cog of many as important 
defensive players under defensive coordinator, Todd Strop. Moore praised 
the impact the new coach and his new 3-4 defensive scheme has had 
on the team. “Coach Strop has done a great job with the overall build 
of this defense. He brings that intensity that fire and attitude that you 
need as a defensive player. He makes game day fun because through-
out the work week he demands nothing short of the best from us.” 
 On the impact he’s had on the defense, Moore continued, “I feel 
Paul. And just over a month ago a few members of the team repre-
sented Concordia on Twin Cities Live for the show’s “college week”.
 This year they have welcomed many new additions to the team, 
including a new head coach, Staci Vukonich. Vukonich, a graduate of St. 
Cloud State, has experience in gymnastics and was a part of a cheerleading 
all-star competition team. One of her primary goals is to help Concordia’s 
cheer team become more of a competition team. She is working towards 
this by encouraging the team to perform more college level stunting and 
by having the team take a few gymnastics classes. Vukonich plans to 
have the team participate in their first competition sometime this year. 
 Armani Cartlidge, a team captain, said, “Having a coach this 
season has made things so much easier. We’re able to do stunts, which 
makes cheering so much more fun and exciting. Having her here to support 
our efforts has helped us to progress at a much faster pace.” In addition 
to the team’s improvement, she also stated that they have seen so much 
more commitment and effort from the team this year than in the past. 
 Besides all of the fun they have doing stunts, jumps, cheer 
routines, and dancing, Cartlidge says the real reason she loves 
cheerleading is the fans. She says, “I love being a part of the 
cheer team, because when I look into the stands and see some-
one I don’t know cheering along with me, it makes it all worth it.” 
like this defense has opened doors for many players to let loose, have 
fun, and make plays. You 
see players like Josh Trifinov, 
Abdullah Asad, and Jimmy 
Mieri flying around making big 
time plays and it’s really fun to 
see the younger players balling 
out there.” As for the impact 
of the defense on himself, 
Moore said, “I move around 
a lot more in this defense 
and it shows my versatility”
 As it is his senior 
year, this is Moore’s last 
season as a collegiate ath-
lete. Reflecting on his choice 
of Concordia, Moore said, “I 
chose Concordia because it 
was a family and team at-
mosphere that I’m used to. 
The coaches gave me an op-
portunity to continue to play 
football career and I thank them for that.”
 Moore has made an impact on Concordia, and it has obvi-
ously made its impact on him. “I have built some good relation-
ships with players and met friends for life here,” said Moore. Con-
cordia also gave me an opportunity to pursue and education which 
is most vital in life. I have stuck with this program through the 
good and bad times and I still consider it home which made me 
get a Golden Bear tattoo because I could never forget this place.”
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Do you like to Write? Are you in 
Photography or Design?
Become a writer, photographer, or 
production assistant for 
 THE SWORD 
Meeting are every Wednesday from 5:30-6:00 in Luther 119.  For 
more information, contact Jay Weiler at weilerj@csp.edu.
Changing Leaves, Cold Weather, 
and Concordia Volleyball
Coach Starkey and the Volleyball Team Prepare for the Tournament Season 
Tony Kohanek
 It is November, which means it’s time for cold and no more 
pretty trees.  However, we still have one thing to help get us through 
until the first snowfall: Concordia University Golden Bear Volleyball. The 
competition is heating up as we draw closer to the Northern Sun In-
terscholastic Conference (NSIC) tournament and the Central Regional 
Tournament.  Concordia eagerly awaits the playoffs, the opportunity to 
travel to Upper Iowa for the Division II championship,  and the chance 
to make volleyball history by winning a seventh consecutive national title. 
 “The season has been a great one, lots of fun and good times,” 
senior setter Amanda Konetchy (at right) said. “You can never compare 
teams with the year before or after.  Each team is different just like the 
each team is different. The chemistry between the players is different.” 
Konetchy is in her fourth year playing for Concordia University and has 
won a championship each year she has played.  She’s won setter of the 
week for the NSIC 16 times since she began playing. She also was the 
Concordia athlete of the week six times. She is a hard worker and an 
asset to the team and going to be hard to replace next year. 
She continued, “As playoff time draws near the team morale is do-
ing well. We are ready to go and compete and give each and 
every team our best. Riley Hanson, and Emma Lange are mak-
ing a real big impact both on and off the court.  They both 
are bringing great energy and drive to the team this year. “ 
 Concordia University will hopefully host both the NSIC tourna-
ment and the Central regional tournaments at the end of November.
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Thanksgiving Day or Shopping Fray?
How “Good Value” is Infringing on Family Values
 “My mom always makes the fruit salad, and my aunt makes 
the turkey, but my mom’s allergic to apples, and my aunt’s a vegetar-
ian. I’ve been telling them they should switch for years!” said Hay-
ley Bahnemann with a laugh. Many families like the Bahnemanns will 
continue their traditions in peace this Thanksgiving, enjoying a day set 
aside for rest. But for others, Thanksgiving now means working retail.
 Over the past few years, stores across 
the nation have opened their doors even ear-
lier for Black Friday sales, in what is known 
as the “holiday creep.” This year, the head 
of Macy’s announced that for the first time 
in its 155-year history, most branches will 
open the evening of Thanksgiving Day. Until 
now, the earliest Macy’s opened was 12:01 
a.m. on Black Friday. This new decision to 
encroach on a day of gratitude and together-
ness has stirred public outrage, and is what 
one commentator dubs, “a disgusting trend.” 
 Admittedly, the real creepiness of the 
“holiday creep” lies not in the decision of stores 
like Macy’s to kick-start the shopping frenzy, 
but in consumer response to Black Friday in 
the first place. One cannot entirely blame stores for employing people on 
holidays if Americans will literally trample one another to score the best 
deals. Last year alone, shoppers spent a record total of $59.4 billion during 
Thanksgiving weekend. If places like Macy’s do not adapt to U.S. resi-
dents’ insatiable hunger for bargains, people will spend money elsewhere.
 But making Black Friday shopping available on Thanksgiving de-
tracts from the very meaning of the word “holiday.” It is derived from 
an Old English phrase meaning “holy day,” or a day set apart for 
rest. There is something sacred about gathering around the table with 
loved ones, passing steaming bowls of mashed potatoes and stuff-
ing, and knowing you belong. There is something profound in setting 
aside the worries of the upcoming exam, the looming mortgage pay-
ment, and the leaky kitchen faucet. Thanks-
giving is a time to recognize your blessings 
and realize the good in where you are. 
 For Concordia student Tashia White, 
Thanksgiving is one of the few times she 
is able to see her family from Wisconsin. 
“Usually we all meet at my aunt’s house 
for a really huge meal, with lots of jok-
ing and stories,” White explained. As White 
describes, Thanksgiving allows for a founda-
tion of personal identity. Listening to stories 
that make up your heritage allows you to 
learn and appreciate your roots. Traditions are 
passed down, and cherished memories arise 
out of moments. For some students from 
out of state, however, it is a quieter day. 
 If the Pilgrims could take one day to simply be thankful after 
half their community starved and perished the year before, we can too. 
In a modern world spinning at breakneck speed, Americans must protect 
time to relax and possibly catch up with family and friends. It is not 
only something we desire, but something we desperately need. Besides, 
elbowing into a Macy’s checkout line just doesn’t hold the same appeal.
By Anna Paulson
Retire the Penny
How the Penny is a Waste of  Time and Money
By Joel Klein
 When was the last time you saw a penny on the ground and decided 
to pick it up? Nobody for the last 20 years has ever stopped to pick up 
a penny because they are absolutely worthless. In a world full of credit 
cards and online banking, I am calling for the retirement of the penny!
 What can you buy with a penny? Nothing. With the rate of 
inflation increasing since the start of the 20th century, there is noth-
ing you can buy with just a penny alone. According to the U.S. Mint’s 
2011 annual report, the current cost to make a penny is 2.4 cents per 
coin, so you can’t even buy a penny with a penny. Tourist attractions 
have you transform your pennies into souvenirs through their souvenir 
coin press machines, because they know you are looking for ways to 
get rid of your pennies. How many times do you pay with cash and 
say, “Keep the change,” when there are only a couple of pennies 
coming your way? I do not even remember a time where I collected 
enough pennies to buy something. You cannot even use pennies with 
machines like parking meters, laundry machines, or vending machines. 
 Besides being inconvenient, pennies hurt the economy. With 
the cost of making a penny being worth more than what it is worth, 
the penny drains $300 million from the U.S. economy, according to 
Professor Robert Whapels of Wake Forrest University. Taxpayers fund 
the overpriced penny not only through taxes but with the time it takes 
to use pennies to purchase goods. According to the website retire-
thepenny.org, “Walgreen’s and the National Association of Convenience 
Stores estimated that handling pennies adds an average of 2 to 2.5 
seconds to each cash transaction. If each person wastes 2 seconds 
in two transactions per day, it adds up to more than 24 minutes of 
wasted time each year.” Pennies are a waste of our time and money.
 Even the argument about retiring the penny is a waste of my 
time. One of the main arguments is that inflation will occur because 
stores will round up the prices instead of rounding the prices down. 
There are countries who have already retired their pennies like New 
Zealand, Australia, and most recently, Canada. None of these countries 
have seen inflation since the retirement of their pennies. This is not to 
mention that the military has already abandoned the penny at oversea 
bases and neither the stores nor the consumers have suffered from it. 
 Why are we still stuck with pennies after the invention of the 
credit card? The credit card can store millions of dollars through an on-
line banking system that fits neatly into your wallet. Trying to buy any-
thing with pennies will require lugging around a wheel-barrow that weighs 
a lot. As Americans, we try to stream-line our life to make it simpler 
yet productive. So I don’t see why we need to bother with pennies. All 
of the prices that we have today should end in either a five or a zero. 
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Paying College Athletes
What Would You Do?
By Charles Hines
 When you bring money and sports together the outcome can 
be very flammable. The seedy underground of humankind loves power, 
and wealth and sports are one of the quickest ways to achieve that. 
However, I am still a firm believer in paying college athletes some 
form of compensation for participating in their sport, especially when 
the institutions, colleges, coaches, and athletic directors make so much. 
 First let’s look at the 2012, from which all my statistics come from, 
salary of NCAA President Mark Emmert which is $1.7 million dollars a year. 
The NCAA is a non-profit association of 1,281 institutions, conferences, 
organizations, and individuals that organize the athletic programs of many 
colleges and universities in the United States and Canada. I will focus 
on college football because they are playing their season at the moment.
 Now, let’s look at the top five head football coaches’ salaries 
in college football. Nick Saban (Alabama) $5.62 million, Mack Brown 
(Texas) $5.3 million, Bob Stoops (Oklahoma) $4.6 million, Urban 
Meyer (Ohio State) $4.3 million, and Les Miles (LSU) $4.3 million.
 Next up is the top five colleges with the highest football rev-
enue. Texas - $103.8 million, Michigan - $85.2 million, Alabama 
- $82 million, Auburn - $77.2 million, and Georgia - $75 million. 
 Finally, we get to the athletes and what they cost the school per 
year. Division I Football Bowl Subdivision (FBS) 
schools are allowed 85 total scholarships. Not all 
are full ride, and every school handles them dif-
ferently. However, the average cost for the whole 
team is approximately $3.7 million dollars a year.
 Everything above is just for the foot-
ball program in FBS schools and not the rest 
of the athletic programs. Football is by far the most popular sport, 
but basketball is not far behind. The amount of 
money coming into these schools from the ath-
letic programs is staggering, and most of it never 
gets back to the athletes who helped bring it in.
 College student athletes must meet the same 
criteria as regular college students and then some. 
They must attend practices and meetings that are 
scheduled by the coaches, normally before and af-
ter classes. Their play on the field cannot drop or there scholarship 
maybe affected. There are thousands of NCAA rules and regula-
tions that must followed to maintain eligibility to play for the team.
 Most of the Athletic Directors and University Presidents are 
against paying the student athletes, and I can understand why. Pay-
ing them might just cut into the huge profit that most of these 
schools are making, and that can cost jobs in the end. No mat-
ter how they all try to spin this dilemma, the bottom line is money. 
 The college coaches are divided on this situation, but the 
ones who are most vocal about not paying the student athletes are 
the ones making the most money. The business model for run-
ning a profitable company is being used by all the major colleges. 
There is no union for the athletes, so I guess it will take a paradigm 
shift in the way colleges do business to even out the playing field.
 Pay the student athletes before the seedy underground takes over 
the college game and makes a mockery out of amateur athletes. Wait, 
that has already happened, and now we should be trying to make the 
system legitimate again. Let’s get the bad crowd out of college athlet-
ics and return it back to the glory days. One way to get started is 
by doing what is right – pay the athletes for the work they are doing.
 
Cosetta’s
“A Traditonal Italian Restaurant with a Twist”
By Micah Niebuhr
 When in Rome, do what the Romans do; when in St. Paul, 
go to Cossetta’s. From their humble begins as an Italian food mar-
ket stand in 1911, to their recent remodeling last year, Cossetta’s 
has been a St. Paul staple for more than a century. 
 Cossetta’s has a very unique approach 
to their business idea, making all of their 
ingredients, sauces, and spices on site. 
They also butcher their own meat, 
bake their own desserts and bread, 
and run a full Italian market in-
side of their restaurant. However, 
this isn’t the only reason why peo-
ple go to Cossetta’s. They are best 
known for their extraordinary Italian food.
 Cossetta’s has a great selection of 
both traditional and modern Italian foods, with a 
huge selection of pastas, many pizza options, and enough des-
serts to blow your mind. The foods they serve are will leave you 
speechless. I had a jaw-dropping pizza, and a mastaccioli that words 
could not do justice. They both very filling and beyond satisfying. 
 The food is only half of the reason why eating there is so 
special; the other half is the bakery. Cossetta’s serves fresh Italian 
bread every day, where they make their authentic Italian bread. Ad-
ditionally, they have a full dessert bakery that offers traditional and 
modern desserts that are made fresh daily. The best part 
of all of this is the price. Everything is high 
quality for an extremely reasonable price.
Another huge hit is their recent renova-
tions, completed last summer. Every-
thing from the tiles on the floor, to 
the walls and windows were all hand 
made in Italy and assembled on lo-
cation. The big kicker though is the 
new additions to the seating.  Cosset-
ta’s has seating on their main floor with 
tables for two, their second floor for families, 
and Louis’—a full restaurant and bar on their third floor. 
From a romantic first date to a family night out, they have everything.
 From the phenomenal food with a great price to the full bak-
ery and market, Cossetta’s has always been a St. Paul staple. 
It has been and will continue to be St. Paul’s go-to Italian res-
taurant. Cossetta’s truly sets the standards for fine Italian dining.
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Theater Spotlight
 College is that time where you decide what you want to do 
for the rest of your life, when you have to decide 
between what you like to do and what you love 
to do. For junior Cody Gerres, the choice was no 
different. Gerres is a double major in math and 
criminal justice, but he thought about minoring in 
theatre. Gerres was in his first theatre production, 
the Pirates of Penzance, in tenth grade; he found 
theatre as a way to escape and relieve stress.
 Before transferring to CSP, Gerres at-
tended St. Thomas, but they did not have a 
theatre program. “They have an association with 
St. Kates, but no theatre department of their 
own,” said Gerres. Concordia’s theatre depart-
ment, as well as having friend Paige Joosten as 
“a main point of contact” helped draw Gerres to 
our campus. “Paige introduced me to a lot of 
people. The [people in the] theatre department 
were really welcoming and I really liked that,” 
said Gerres. After that, Gerres has had no prob-
lems making friends in his different major groups. 
 Gerres chose his two majors, math and 
criminal justice, for very different reasons. “Math 
has always come pretty easily to me all through-
out grade school and high school, and math gets 
overlooked sometimes, how big a part it is in 
our everyday lives,” said Gerres. “I saw it as a good job opportu-
nity. I took an intro to criminal justice class and I really enjoyed it. 
My grandpa was a sheriff and he resigned after I was born, and he 
was also a firefighter. That serving of the com-
munity gave me a new respect for serving 
and protecting.” Gerres is applying for an in-
ternship with the National Security Association, 
and “even though the chances of my get-
ting it are slim, I want to challenge myself.”
 Although Gerres is not majoring or minor-
ing in theatre, he still enjoys being involved. 
“I love Halloween and dressing up, that’s why 
I really like theater because you get to take 
on another person and you get to let go of 
your stressors and be someone else for a 
while.” Gerres’s family, while not actors them-
selves, “love to come and see the plays, 
but they would die if they were up onstage.”
Gerres was in the Robber Bridegroom last fall, 
Germinal last winter, and the Spring Into Dance 
show last spring. He has also worked on the 
sets for Germinal and this year’s the Drowsy 
Chaperone, as well as operating the spotlight. 
He can be found in the One Act “The Monkey’s 
Pop” directed by Paige Joosten in December, and 
has plans to work on the set for Shakespeare’s 
Taming of the Shrew, which opens in February. 
If there’s any lesson to take from Gerres’ time 
at Concordia, it’s to “be open to new situations and a new environment 
because they might just lead to something you are passionate about.”
Cody Gerres
By Hayley Bahnemann
Music Spotlight
Chris AndersonBy Hayley Bahnemann
 Have you ever picked up a new 
instrument and gotten frustrated when you 
made too many mistakes? Any current or 
former musician can relate, no matter how 
much they hate to admit it. Senior Chris 
Anderson is no exception, although he was 
rather open about his former struggles. “I 
have had a pretty interesting run with bass,” 
he said. “I taught myself electric bass, 
picked up a book, and did many things 
wrong when I moved to upright bass.” 
 At age five, Anderson started piano 
lessons, and during the summer after sixth 
grade, he started playing with the bass 
guitar his youth pastor had in his of-
fice. In tenth grade, Anderson started the 
upright bass and has played ever since. 
“I would have loved to play longer, like 
starting upright bass in fourth grade in-
stead of in high school,” Anderson said. 
 Despite the late start, Anderson plays bass whenever he gets 
the opportunity. He is a member of the chamber ensemble, percussion 
ensemble, concert band, Vox 9 jazz choir, played in the pit for Drowsy 
Chaperone, as well as filling in at concerts and chapel when needed. Off-
campus, Anderson is on the worship team for several different churches 
and played with the St. Paul Civic Orchestra, 
which he hopes to rejoin in the spring. An-
derson is also busy planning a mixed senior 
recital with fellow senior Jay Weiler in April. 
 Before coming to college Anderson had 
never had any formal lessons in upright bass, 
and after working with instructor Jennifer Ru-
bin, has been fine tuning his talent. “Chris’s 
broad passion for learning is obvious,” Ru-
bin said. “He is open-minded and ana-
lytical when he approaches new ideas and 
materials. His readiness for a challenge has 
been rewarding for me as his bass teacher.”
 Anderson is a genuine music lover—
he mentioned his love for the unaccompa-
nied Bach cello suites—and Rubin has no-
ticed his interest in discovering new types 
of music to play. “I love to hear about 
music he has discovered through his oth-
er classes and on the internet,” she said.
 Anderson’s enthusiasm for his instrument is undeniable. “The 
bass is so versatile, it can play higher solo parts, but it can also anchor 
the piece and play low, rich tones,” he said. “Something I have always 
thought about, if I were to ever get a less serious tattoo, it would be of 
three penguins, standing on top of each other playing an upright bass.”
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Art Spotlight
Mindy Bolton
By Hayley Bahnemann
 “Dynamic, interconnected, and spirited, - Clearly Fuzzy 
spreads through and beyond this space, giving visual form to the 
web of human relationships from which it came.” For senior com-
munity art major Mindy Bolton (pictured, middle) this quote from her 
artist’s statement represents the entire meaning of the show itself. 
 “Community Art is a broad category,” said Bolton. “I think 
that there is more of a sociological focus that, as an artist, you are 
more so asking how you are contributing to the community more so 
than if you were just focusing on making things. A way to build com-
munity is through projects, a good way to bring people together.”
 Clearly Fuzzy was created out of fuzz collected by many dif-
ferent people from many different places: a woman from a farm do-
nated sheep’s wool; an older woman collecting dryer lint, human hair, 
feathers, and the insides of pillows and blankets; and even a woman 
from Craigslist contributed. “The outcome was so unpredictable be-
cause I was relying on others, which is a lot like life,” said Bolton. 
“You can have a plan and end up straying so far from that plan.” 
 The show started when Bolton was searching for show ideas 
on Google and decided to type in “interesting textures” as opposed to 
concrete images. She stumbled across a fuzzy texture and spikes on 
an iguana, and her idea came to light. Eight months ago, Bolton start-
ed handing out business cards 
asking people to donate fuzz to 
the project, and she received a 
great response. In fact, those 
who donated found it hard to 
stop supplying the fuzz after 
she had accumulated enough. 
“Something like saving fuzz 
was meaningful to them in this 
day-to-day society,” she said.
 Bolton originally gradu-
ated from Aveda and was able 
to put her hair styling abilities to use in her project with real hu-
man hair. “I think something interesting that everyone will want to 
know: I didn’t wear gloves while putting this show together. I like 
to touch what I work with.” Bolton also mentioned tweezers as 
the most important work tool she had while putting together this 
show. “I didn’t think I would be so reliant on tweezers,” she said. 
The most important question in any art show is how do you know 
when a piece is finished? “I don’t think you ever know that it is fin-
ished,” said Bolton. “You just get a sense that it is time to stop, 
and that from an outsider’s perspective, it looks complete. Sometimes 
if you rework something you can ruin it, so you have to step away.” 
 Bolton has been involved with Art Club on campus, but also vol-
unteers at a group home where she does art projects with the members 
there. When she graduates in December she hopes to start finding ways 
to bring access to art supplies and programs to people who don’t nor-
mally have them. “I don’t believe that it is possible when people say they 
are not creative, because I think that everyone is,” said Bolton. “I had 
people contribute to this project who don’t consider themselves creative, 
but I could not have done it without the help of all who donated fuzz.”
  “I think that the project turned out better than I could imagine, even 
just the experience, because people responded in a better way than I would 
have expected when I began asking people for their fuzz,” concluded Bolton.
Clearly Fuzzy runs through November 13th in the William Teaching Gallery. 
Movie Review
Last Vegas: Don’t Down Another Glass of  Self-Pity
By Lauren Erath
 Billy Gerson (Michael Douglas) is getting married in Vegas—at 
nearly 70 years old. Though they question his timing, his three child-
hood friends Archie Clayton (Morgan Free-
man), Paddy Connelly (Robert De Niro), 
and Sam Harris (Kevin Kline) will not 
deny that they need a vibrant Vegas trip 
more than their daily—or hourly—pills. Be-
sides, that gives them more opportunities to 
call Billy a “cradle-robber,” and speculate 
the age of his “child-bride” while they 
try to figure out how to open the cur-
tains in the suite they stole from 50 Cent.
 Last Vegas receives half a Sword for cine-
matic quality. Although many of the scenes 
were uniquely colorful—like old men judging 
a bikini contest—it lacks a picture style that 
would separate it from other modern comedies. 
 Concerning engagement, the film grabs 
another half-Sword, which may be best since carrying a full Sword 
might give the movie a stroke.  Although it has many clever lines and 
strange comedic scenes, Last Vegas focuses too much on drama and 
sentimentality. Did it forget most of the comedy in the medicine cabinet? 
 As for acting, the movie earns a full Sword. De Niro, Free-
man, Douglas, and Kline are a great comedic combination, once 
they stop sulking over wrinkles and pills. Granted, wheth-
er they express delight or disgust, these actors keep the story 
in its hip socket with charming, realistic, and entertaining acting. 
 The film suffers half a Sword for plot. Al-
though the idea of old men in Vegas was unique and amus-
ingly wild, the storyline relied on clichés like its wheelchair. 
 For overall performance, Last Vegas misses an entire Sword. The 
creak of funny bones could not overcome the overwhelmingly dreary sen-
timentality, which made the movie seem more like a drama than a comedy. 
Sadness is difficult to capture—just as laughter cannot hide unoriginal plots. 
 With 2 1/5 Swords out of 5, Last Vegas is nice one-
see movie, but (why not throw in one more cliché?) it gets old. 
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Love Came Down 
at Christmas
By Anyia Bender
 Last year, the Christus and Jubilate choirs enchanted the cam-
pus with “Strength and Beauty.” This year, starting at 7:30 P.M. on 
Friday, Dec. 6 and running through Saturday at 4:30 P.M. and Sun-
day at 3 P.M., they promise to do the same with the theme of “Love 
Came Down at Christmas.” The concert will be held in the Buetow 
Music Center Auditorium and will run for approximately 90 minutes.
 The groups involved in the performance include both the Ju-
bilate and Christus choirs. They will be accompanied by organist Dr. 
Kristina Langlois, guitarist Professor John Roth, and Professor Aaron 
Isakson on the marimba. There will also be times where the choirs 
combine, adding another level to the experience. Professor Shari Speer 
mentioned, “When you put two choirs together, that’s a third choir.” 
The Christmas concert will be split into three parts. Dr. David Men-
nicke, director of the Christus Chorus said, “All the pieces [of the 
concert] contribute to telling the story.” It is based on a “Trinitar-
ian structure” and depicts advent, Christmas, and onward. “It’s got a 
worshipful nature. It works through that theme of Christmas,” Mennicke 
said. Speer verified this later saying, “It has elements of a service. 
There are several readings throughout the concert that will help tell 
the story as well as times where the audience will be participating.”
 The most notable difference this year is the group piece. “Some-
times the major work really influences the emotional content of the concert,” 
said Speer. Last year, the choirs did a baroque piece: Vivaldi’s Magnifi-
cat. This year, the choirs will be performing Carols and Lullabies: Christ-
mas in the Southwest by Conrad Susa, a modern piece. Speer describes 
it as having “Spanish and Hispanic undertones.” This change promises 
to bring a new element to the concert and to make it a new experience.
 Ticket prices for adults are $12, $10 for students and seniors. These 
can be purchased through www.ticketworks.com or by calling 612-343-3390.
One Act Festival
Concordia’s Biannual Theatre Directing Class
By Grace Orwick
 The One Act Festival is a two-night event 
held on Dec. 13 and 14. The festival consists of 
eight plays directed by students Amy Abrigo, David 
Gamache, Paige Joosten, Jessica LaKosky, Rachel 
Lindemann, Resa Schier, Scott Tolzmann, and Erika 
Bjornstad—all students in Concordia’s biannual directing 
class. The students pick their own one act to direct 
and there are many different types this year, ranging 
from comedy to pure drama.  Professor Mark Rosenwinkel will pick two of 
the plays to be performed as full length productions in the 2014 season.
 Rosenwinkel’s directing class teaches students through the hands-
on experience of directing a play themselves, by picking the play, 
casting the actors, and making it their own. Rosenwinkel said, “Di-
recting isn’t something you can exclusively teach in a classroom. We 
do spend the first half of the semester is in the class room, but 
the second half is mostly them on their own. It’s their job to orga-
nize times for rehearsals and make sure the work is getting done.” 
 This year’s One Act Festival includes the play The Curious Sav-
age, written by John Patrick and directed by Erika Bjornstad. The play is a 
dramatic comedy about Ethel Savage. When her husband dies, she inherits 
$10 million, and her child puts her in a sanatorium because she starts to 
do strange things. In the sanatorium she lives with five other residents. 
 “I picked this play because I saw it last year and thought 
it was hilarious,” Bjornstad said. “The people in the sanatorium are 
described as having an egg shell reality. I worked at a camp with 
mentally and physically disabled campers, so it’s really close to me. I 
wanted others to connect with them and realize they are still people.” 
 The One Act Festival has something for everyone, come and enjoy 
the fun Dec. 13 and 14. Times for this event will be announced at a later date. 
Love came down at Christmas,
Love all lovely, Love divine;
Love was born at Christmas,
Star and angels gave the sign.
 
Worship we the Godhead,
Love incarnate, Love divine;
Worship we our Jesus:
But wherewith for sacred sign?
 
Love shall be our token,
Love be yours and love be mine,
Love to God and neighbor,
Love for plea and gift and sign.
Christina Rossetti
LOVE CAME DOWN
AT CHRISTMAS
Friday December 6
7:30pm
Saturday December 7
4:30pm
Sunday December 8
3:00pm
Tickets
$12 Adults 
$10 Students & Seniors
TicketWorks
612.343.3390
www.ticketworks.com
CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY, ST. PAUL
2013 Fine and Performing Arts 
Christmas Concert
Buetow Music Center Auditorium
300 Hamline Avenue North, St. Paul, MN 55104
(Hamline Ave at I-94 in St. Paul, just south of Midway Target Store)
Christmas13.1.indd   1 10/14/13   4:56 PM
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Book Review
By Tara Rupiper
 The Coincidence of Callie 
and Kayden is written by Jessica 
Sorensen, who is also the author of 
“The Secret of Ella and Micha” series, “The Fall-
en Star” series, “Shattered Promises” series, and 
“Breaking Nova” series. Sorensen also is a New 
York Times and USA Today bestselling author.  She 
lives in the snowy mountains of Wyoming, where she 
spends time with her family when she is not writing.
 On Callie’s 12th birthday, everything chang-
es. Her birthday is forever a reminder of her past. 
She can’t wait to be able to leave for college and 
get a new fresh start to her life, without that con-
stant reminder hanging over her shoulder. Kayden 
is the typical popular jock, but he is also hid-
ing secrets. He also wants to get away from his 
home and his abusive father. What Callie doesn’t 
know is that she saved Kayden’s life the night of 
his graduation party. She accidentally comes upon 
Kayden’s father beating him. Callie bravely steps in 
and saves Kayden from further harm from his father.
  They both have known each other since 
grade school and their parents knew each other, 
even though they didn’t run in the same crowd. 
However, fate has plans for them. They end up 
 
running into each other each 
at college, where they are 
both freshmen. The novel 
continues as Callie learns to trust and open up 
about what happened to her, and Kayden deals 
with his father’s abuse. They both depend on and 
support each other through their bud-
ding relationship, but will that be enough?
 The Coincidence of Callie and Kayden is a 
heart wrenching novel. You can’t help but to fall for 
Kayden and Callie. Separately, they are lost souls, 
but when they are brought together, they are magic. 
They have a very desirable attraction and affec-
tion towards each other, even though one of them 
might not show it at times.  It is really sad to read 
about the situations that both of the characters go 
through, but the chemistry between them is magnetic.
 I give this book four Comets out of five 
because I really enjoyed reading it. I fell in love 
with the characters, and the novel itself was real-
istic and not far-fetched like some romance nov-
els. I would highly recommend this book for any-
one who wants to read a good love story.  The 
story continues on February 11, 2014 with the 
release of The Redemption of Callie and Kayden. 
“In the existence of our lives, there is a 
single coincidence that brings us together and for a 
moment, our hearts beat as one.” – Jessica Sorensen
Art Club Sale
December 4th-6th   
10:30AM – 4:00PM
Stop by our display in the 
tunnel for a great opportunity to 
find some unique and affordable 
gifts for the holidays!
The Coincidence of  Callie and Kayden
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K P U Y U X B M U W C S R O O D N I Y 
E T Y M I L I T S O R F Q N U F U M F 
L S U L L A B Y E L L O V R Q T Q T J 
G X W F R X T W R E B M E V O N T L P 
G P G H O W R F H I B E R N A T E N N 
U I O K E A A A O G W S C K W S E C F 
N W E K Z E D R E O B W N M E O R B H 
S F S O C F I G K L T S O B E A F R G 
C C I D E R T T U Y K B B N N Z I E J 
Y H O D K K I M I Q P V A B S N R P Y 
F S Q R T Q O W J O Y C E L B R E M C 
H U E G N V N M P T N R C C L M S W R 
S J X Z V U I I G W R M E A Z D O F R 
P U Z F O N C F Y I H F U K Y C U M U 
O V U X E W W O E G E E G A I L O F D 
R M E D R A Q S P U W T A I H D G L V 
C C O L D U S M M I O U M Y G Q I W O 
O T P L U N B T W K A G O B P O S A Q 
F R O T J W I N T E R F L C M G M R I 
 
November Wordsearch
Cider
Cold
Cornucopia
Cranberries
Crops
Feast
Fires
Foliage
Football
Frost 
Fun
Hibernate
Indoors
Joy
November
Snow
Snuggle
Tradition
Volleyball 
Winter
Happy Thanksgiving!
By:Tara Rupiper
1
4
3
8
12
7
5
1110
6
14
2
9
13
Across
4 Symbol of 
abundance and 
nourishment 
7 Literally, travelers 
going to a holy place 
8 The Pilgims' boat 
9 An essential grain in 
the New World diet 
12 Indian tribe that was 
present at the first 
Thanksgiving 
13 Season for 
harvesting 
14 Indian who taught 
the Pilgrims many 
things 
Down
1 4th Thursday of 
November 
2 The traditional holiday 
bird 
3 A traditional Indian 
dwelling 
5 16th and 17th century 
English Protestants 
6 Bright orange squash 
used to make pie 
7 First village 
established by the 
Pilgrims 
10 Gathering of crops 
11 Country the Pilgrims 
left behind 
ACROSS:
4. Symbol of abundance 
and nourishment
7. Literary, travelers going 
to a holy place
8. The Pilgrims’ boat
9. An essential grain in 
the New World diet
12. Indian tribe that 
was present at the first 
Thanksgiving
13. Season for harvesting
14. Indian who taught the Pilgrims many things
DOWN:
1. 4th Thursday of November
2. The traditional holiday bird
3. A traditional Indian dwelling
5. 16th and 17th century English 
Protestants
6. Bright orange squash used to 
make pie
7. First villiage establised by the 
Pilgrims
10. Gathering of crops
11. Country the Pilgrims left behind
Thanksgiving Crossword
By Sam Wressell
By Tara Rupiper
